Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently amended) A method in a computer data proc e ssing system for serializing hardware 
reset requests in a software communication request queue in a processor card, said processor card 
processing software communication requests utilizing said queue in a serial order and proc e ssing 
hardwar e r e s e t r e quests without utilizing said qu e u e, said computer system including said processor card 
and a second resource card, said method comprising the steps of: 

receivin g, within said processor card from an application, a hardware reset request that requests 
said processor card to reset said second resource card : 

placing said hardware reset request in said queue that is included in said processor card : [[and]] 

processing requests from said queue in said serial order, p roc e ssing said hardware reset request 
being processed from said qu e u e in said s e rial ord e r when all requests from said queue currently being 
serviced have completed being serviced[[.11 : and 

resetting, by said processor card, said second resource card in response to said hardware reset 
request being processed. 

2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
r e c e iving said hardwar e r e s e t r e qu e st, said hardwar e r e s e t request sp e cifying on e of a plurality of 

r e sourc e cards to res e t; 

said computer system including a plurality of resource cards, said second resource card mcluded 
within said plurality of resource cards: 

said processor card being coupled to e ach on e of said plurality of resource cards utilizing a single 
reset bus; and 

e x e cuting said hardwar e r e s e t requ e st by said proc e ssor card utilizing said r e s e t lin e ; and 
resetting , by said processor card utilizing said reset line, all of said plurality of resource cards 

simultaneously in response to said receipt of said hardware reset request sp e cifying on e of a pluralit>^ of 

rosouro e cards to r e s e t . 

3. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving software communication requests and hardware reset requests; 
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placing said software communication requests and hardware reset requests in said queue in said 
[[a]] serial order in which said software communication requests and hardware reset requests were 
received, said hardware reset requests being seriaUzed within said queue with said software 
communication requests. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 
looking at a next request in said serial order in said queue; 

determining whether said next request is a hardware reset request; 

in response to a determination that said next request is a hardware reset request, determining 
whether all of said plurality of resource cards have completed servicing of any pending software 
communication requests; and 

waiting to execute said hardware reset request until all of said plurality of resource cards have 
completed servicing of any pending software communication requests. 

5. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 4, further comprising the steps of: 
in response to determining a d e t e rmination that all of said plurality of resource cards have 

completed servicing of any pending software communication requests, determining whether all of said 
plurality of resource cards have completed servicing of any pending sequence of multiple software 
communication requests; and 

waiting to execute said hardware reset request until all of said plurality of resource cards have 
completed servicing of any pending sequence of multiple software communication requests. 

6. (Currently amended) The method according to claim i [[4]], further comprising the steps of: 
said processor card coupled to said second resource card utilizing a hardware reset line: and 
resetting, by said processor card, said second resource card by pulling said hardware reset line 

high. 

in r e sponse to a d e t e rmination that all of said plurality of r e sourc e cards hav e complet e d servicing 
of any p e nding software oommunioation r e qu e sts, ex e cuting said hardwar e reset r e qu e st utilizing said 
res e t lin e ; and 

r e s e tting all of said plumlity of r e sourc e cards simultaneously. 

7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim i [[2]], further comprising the steps of: 
said second resource card including a microcontroller; each on e of said resourc e cards including a 

microcontroll e r and a m e mory; and 
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said hardware reset request requesting said processor card to reset said microcontroller: and 
resetting, by said processor card, said microcontroller in said second resource card in response to 

said hardware reset request being processed. 

resetting said miorooontroUer in each one of said plurality of resourc e cards simultan e ously in 

r e spons e to said r e c e ipt said hardwar e r e s e t r e qu e st sp e cifiing on e of a pluralit>^ of r e sourc e cards to r e set. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 

each one of said plurality of resource cards including a microcontroller, a memory, and 
synchronization bits; 

utilizing said synchronization bits to maintain information about current servicing of software 
communication requests by each one of said plurality of resource cards; 

resetting said microcontroller and said synchronization bits in each one of said plurality of 
resource cards simultaneously in response to said receipt said hardware reset request specifying one of a 
plurality of resource cards to reset; and 

losing said information about current servicing of software communication requests by each one 
of said plurality of resource cards when said synchronization bits are reset. 

9. (Currently amended) A computer data proc e ssing system for serializing hardware reset requests 
in a software communication request queue in a processor card, said processor card processing software 
oommunioQtion requests utilizing said queue in a serial order and proc e ssing hardwar e r e s e t r e qu e sts 
without utilizing said qu e u e, said computer system including said processor card and a second resource 
card, said system comprisingi 

said processor card receiving, from an application, a hardware reset request that requests said 
processor card to reset said second resource card: 
a hardwar e r e set r e quest j 

said queue , which is included in said processor card, for storing said hardware reset request; 

[[and]] 

said queue for processing requests that are stored in said queue in said serial order, said hardware 
reset request being processed from said queue in said serial order when all requests from said queue 
currently being serviced have completed being serviced[[.]] ; and 

said processor card resetting said second resource card in response to said hardware reset request 
being processed. 
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10. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 9, further comprising: 

said hardware r e set r e quest specifying on e of a plurality of r e sourc e cards to r e s e t; 

said computer system including a plurality of resource cards, said second resource card included 
within said plurality of resource cards: 

said processor card b e ing coupled to e ach on e of said plurality of resource cards utilizing a single 
reset bus; and 

said proc e ssor card for executing said hardware r e s e t r e qu e st utilizing said r e set lino; and 

said processor card fef using said reset line to reset r e s e tting all of said plurality of resource cards 

simultaneously in response to said receipt of said hardware reset request specifying one of a plurality of 

resourc e cards to r e s e t . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The system according to claim 10, further comprising: 

said queue for storing software communication requests and hardware reset requests in [[a]] said 
serial order in which said software communication requests and hardware reset requests were received, 
said hardware reset requests being serialized within said queue with said software communication 
requests. 

12. (Original) The system according to claim 10, fiuther comprising: 

said system including a CPU executing code for looking at a next request in said serial order in 
said queue; 

said CPU executing code for determining whether said next request is a hardware reset request; 

in response to a determination that said next request is a hardware reset request, said CPU 
executing code for determining whether all of said plurality of resource cards have completed servicing of 
any pending software communication requests; and 

said processor card for waiting to execute said hardware reset request until all of said plurality of 
resource cards have completed servicing of any pending software communication requests. 

13. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 12, further comprising: 

in response to determining a d e t e rmination that all of said plurahty of resource cards have 
completed servicing of any pending software communication requests, said CPU executing code for 
determining whether all of said plurality of resource cards have completed servicing of any pending 
sequence of multiple software commimication requests; and 
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said processor card for waiting to execute said hardware reset request until all of said plurality of 
resource cards have completed servicing of any pending sequence of multiple software communication 
requests. 

14. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 9 [[12]], further comprising: 

said processor card coupled to said second resource card utilizing a hardware reset Hne; and 

said processor card resetting said second resource card by pulling said hardware reset line high. 

in r e spons e to a det e rmination that all of said plurality of resourc e cards hav e compl e t e d servicing 
of any pending softwar e communication r e qu e oto, oaid proc e ssor cord for e x e cuting said hardware reset 
r e qu e st utilizing said r e set lin e ; and 

all of said plurality of r e Bource cards being res e t simultan e ously. 

15. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 9 [[10]], further comprising: 
said second resource card including a microcontroller: 

said hardware reset request requesting said processor card to reset said microcontroller: and 
said processor card resetting said microcontroller in said second resource card in response to said 

hardware reset request being processed. 

e aoh on e of said r e sourc e cards including a miorocontroU e r and a m e mory; and 

said miorooontroller in e ach on e of said plurality of r e souro e cards being r e s e t simultan e ously in 

r e spons e to said r e ceipt said hardwar e res e t requ e st sp e cifying on e of a plurality of resourc e cards to reset. 

16. (Original) The system according to claim 10, further comprising: 

each one of said plurality of resource cards including a microcontroller, a memory, and 
synchronization bits; 

said synchronization bits for maintaining information about current servicing of software 
communication requests by each one of said plurality of resource cards; 

said microcontroller and said synchronization bits being reset in each one of said plurality of 
resource cards simultaneously in response to said receipt said hardware reset request specifying one of a 
plurality of resource cards to reset; and 

said information about current servicing of software communication requests being lost by each 
one of said plurality of resource cards when said synchronization bits are reset. 

17. (Currently amended) A computer program product that is stored in a storage mediiun in a 
computer data proc e ssing system for serializing hardware reset requests in a software communication 
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request queue in a processor card, said processor card processing software communication requests 
utilizing said queue in a serial order and proc e ssing hardwar e reset requ e sts without utilizing oaid qu e u e, 
said computer system including said processor card and a second resource card, said product comprising: 

first instruction means for receivin g, within said processor card from an application, a hardware 
reset request that requests said processor card to reset said second resource card : 

second instruction means for placing said hardware reset request in said queue that is included in 
said processor card ; [[and]] 

third instruction means for processing requests from said queue in said serial order, said hardware 
reset request being processed from said qu e u e in said s e rial ord e r when all requests from said queue 
currently being serviced have completed being serviced[[.]]iand 

fourth instruction means for resetting, by said processor card, said second resource card in 
response to said hardware reset request being processed. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The product according to claim 17, fiirther comprising: 
instruction m e an s for r e c e iving said hardwar e rosot r e quest, said hardwar e reset r e qu e st 

sp e cifying on e of a plurality of r e sourc e cards to r e s e t; 

said computer system including a plurality of resource cards, said second resource card included 
within said plurality of resource cards: 

said processor card b e ing coupled to e ach on e of said plurality of resource cards utilizing a single 
reset bus; and 

instruction m e ans for e x e cuting said hardwar e r e s e t r e qu e st by said prooessor card utilizing said 
r e s e t lin e ; and 

fifth instruction means for resettin g, by said processor card utilizing said reset line, all of said 
plurality of resource cards simultaneously in response to said receipt of said hardware reset request 
sp e cifying on e of a plurality of resourc e cords to r e s e t . 

19. (Currently amended) The product according to claim 18, further comprising: 

sixth instruction means for receiving software communication requests and hardware reset 

requests; 

seventh instruction means for placing said software communication requests and hardware reset 
requests in said queue in said [[a]] serial order in which said software communication requests and 
hardware reset requests were received, said hardware reset requests being serialized within said queue 
with said software communication requests. 
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20. (Currently amended) The product according to claim 18, further comprising: 

sixth instruction means for looking at a next request in said serial order in said queue; 

seventh instruction means for determining whether said next request is a hardware reset request; 

in response to a determination that said next request is a hardware reset request, eighth instruction 
means for determining whether all of said plurality of resource cards have completed servicing of any 
pending software communication requests; and 

ninth instruction means for waiting to execute said hardware reset request until all of said 
plurality of resource cards have completed servicing of any pending software communication requests. 

21 . (Currently amended) The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 

in response to determining a d e t e rmination that all of said plurality of resource cards have 
completed servicing of any pending software communication requests, tenth instruction means for 
determining whether all of said plurality of resource cards have completed servicing of any pending 
sequence of multiple software communication requests; and 

eleventh instruction means for waiting to execute said hardware reset request until all of said 
plurahty of resource cards have completed servicing of any pending sequence of multiple software 
communication requests. 

22. (Currently amended) The product according to claim i? [[20]], further comprising: 

said processor card coupled to said second resource card utilizing a hardware reset line: and 

fifth instruction means for resetting, by said processor card, said second resource card by pulling 
said hardware reset line high. 

in respons e to a d e t e rmination that all of said pluraUty of r e oouroe oardo have compl e t e d s e rvicing 
of any pending software communication r e qu e sts, instruction m e ans for e x e cuting said hardwar e r e s e t 
requ e st utilizing said r e set lin e ; and 

instruction m e ariG for r e s e tting all of said plurality of resourc e cards simultan e ously. 

23. (Currently amended) The product according to claim i? [[1 8]], further comprising: 
said second resource card including a microcontroller: 

e ach on e of said r e sourc e cards including a microcontroll e r and a m e mory; and 
said hardware reset request requesting said processor card to reset said microcontroller: and 
fifth instruction means for resetting, by said processor card, said microcontroller in said second 
resource card in response to said hardware reset request being processed. 
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inBtruotion m e ans for r e s e tting said microcontroll e r in e ach on e of said plurality of r e source cards 
simultan e ously in r e spons e to said r e c e ipt said hardwar e res e t requ e st sp e cifying on e of a plurality of 
r e sourc e cards to r e s e t. 

24. (Currently amended) The product according to claim 18, further comprising: 

each one of said plurality of resource cards including a microcontroller, a memory, and 

synchronization bits; 

sixth instruction means for utilizing said synchronization bits to maintain information about 
current servicing of software communication requests by each one of said plurality of resource cards; 

seventh instruction means for resetting said microcontroller and said synchronization bits in each 
one of said plurality of resource cards simultaneously in response to said receipt said hardware reset 
request specifying one of a plurality of resource cards to reset; and 

eighth instruction means for losing said information about current servicing of software 
communication requests by each one of said plurality of resource cards when said synchronization bits are 
reset. 
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